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<The Kempart loft> project emerged from a
meeting between Daniel Dethier and a client,
who was passionate about precision engineering.
It demonstrates how industrial spaces can be
transformed into housing without becoming locked
into stereotypes. Dethier Architectures were
fortunate to have a committed and receptive client
who was fascinated by precision engineering. This
allowed them to apply their research into a loft’s
reinterpretation, and to integrate a technically
advanced architectural object. For the <Kempart
loft>, the concept was straightforward: to create
a living space for a couple with no children in an
abandoned industrial bakery. Beyond the basic
technical requirements, the proposal was mainly
focused on the space’s layout, function and
sensitivity. To begin, Dethier Architectures opened
the space up as much as possible, removing the
tie beams and strengthening the rafters with metal
plates set in the ridge beam. The resulting 154m’
open area was structured by the introduction of

a rounded modular unit housing two bathrooms,

~ storage areas, a toilet and the heating and

ventilation systems. The modular unit divides the

interior space and provides for various functions
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Design : Dethier Architectures

while creating a range of ambiences. Beginning
with the entrance, the space provides zones for the
hall, office, lounge, kitchen, dining room, bedroom
and dressing room. The modular unit has a unique
design; its silhouette, aluminium cladding and
careful attention to detail were all inspired by the
Airstream trailer’s aerodynamic aesthetic. Dethier
Architectures commissioned artist Jean Glibert to
select the bathroom areas’ saturated colors, which
can be glimpsed through three porthole windows
that can be rendered opaque. These variegated
tonal elements energize the interior architecture,
which is predominantly white, a color that reflects
the indirect light and emphasizes the unit’s brushed
aluminium skin. The pure lines and tonal range
produce a feeling of weightlessness, reinforced by
the understated, high-tech furnishings, which were
also commissioned. Particular attention was paid to
the placement of the floor-to-ceiling windows and
to the views from the lounge area - one can look
down a street and out towards the spacious terrace,
whose surface area is equivalent to two-thirds of the
interior space. The terrace almost doubles the living
space and offers the inhabitants direct contact with

the neighborhood. Text offer : Dethier Architectures !)

025

bob

Design : Daniel Dethier / Dethier Architectures, www.dethierbe Artist : Jean Glibert Location : Liege,
Belgium Built area : Inside / 154m?, Terrace / 107m’ Completion : 2012 Photographer : © Serge Brison
for Dethier Architectures, www.sergebrison.com Editorial designer : Do Eunjeong Editor : Park Minsun

Dethier Architectures : Daniel Dethier is civil engineer architect, town planner and managing director. In
1979, just after graduating in architecture and civil engineering, he was an independent architect and assistant
to professor Englebert’s Chair of Composition. In 1992, he founded the Dethier & Associes Consultancy and
was joined by Renaud Van Kerckhove in 1996. This desire to be multidiscipline is extended by specialized
partnerships, both in Belgium and abroad, in wider areas linked to architecture. The work is aimed at the
analysis of contexts rather than at the production of objects. Based on a process of careful consideration,
the procedure makes links between the disciplines as well as between the programmes. Since 2005, he is
a professor and lecturer at the Free University of Bruxellles, and since 2012, he is a member of the Royal
Academy of Sciences, Letters and Fine Arts of Belgium.

The modular unit divides the interior space and provides for various functions
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Living room with TV side of the unit
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Bedroom with bathroom side of the unit




View towards the kitchen

Kitchen/dining area
SKETCH



1 ENTRANCE

2 LIVING ROOM

3 KITCHEN

4 DINING AREA

5 BEDROOM

6 BATHROOM

7TV

8 TOILET

9 TERRACE

Green and orange colored bathrooms are composed in the unit

FLOOR PLAN

bob

View of bathrooms inside of the unit Terrace with garden



